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West Meon & Warnford March 2026

Mothering

Mothering Sunday is celebrated in the UK on the 4th Sunday of Lent, which falls right in
the middle of the month this year. The fourth Sunday of Lent is also known as Laetare Sunday
and as Refreshment Sunday. It is traditionally allowed as a day of relief from the rigour of Lent,
as is St Patrick’s Day (17th March) for Irish people the world over.

The Feast of the Annunciation (25th March), which almost always falls in Lent, also provides
a break from austerity of Lent. Falling nine months before Christmas, it is when we celebrate
the Angel visiting Mary to tell her that she had been chosen by God to be bear His son, Jesus.
In mediaeval times members of religious orders returned to their Mother House and diocesan
clergy to the cathedral — the Mother Church — on this day. Later, on their one day off in the
year, young girls (and some boys) ‘in service’ were allowed to return home to visit family and
friends and they often gathered flowers to take home for their mothers. Thus Laetare Sunday
and the Annunciation provide the background to the modern observance of Mothering Sunday.
We might also note that Joseph of Nazareth, Jesus’ human father is commemorated in March
too — let’s not forget the role played by father-figures in our lives, who at their best perfectly
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Warm and homely hall
for hire.

Includes background heating,
lighting, use of well equipped
kitchen with dishwasher

Also tables, chairs, crockery and decorating
ladder for home use may be borrowed.
Donations gratefully received.

For help and availability contact Amie Boyes
Telephone: 07887 946169

e-mail: warnfordvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk

Warnford Village Hall - Registered charity number 1078228

West Meon Village Shop
& Cuppacheeno Café

SHOP: Shop open:

» Wide range of everyday Mon to Sat 7.30 am to 5pm
essentials Sun7.30 amto 1pm

« Daily delivery of fresh fruit
and veg

« Artisan bread and pastries
« Gifts, cards and more
« Dry-cleaning service

 Pop-up Post Office on
Tuesdgy and Thursday
mornings

CAFE:

« Breakfast, lunch, coffee
and cake

* Bike- and dog-friendly

« Sunny courtyard garden

High Street, West Meon. Tel: 01730 829310 Q=
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WESTMEON PHYSIO

Mollie McClelland Morris

For injury, iliness

and surgery recovery,
or pain and stiffness
that holds you back:

“Having experienced Mollie’s professionally,
structured approach to,physiotherapy,

| would recommend with confidence
adopting this exceptional practice to
resolve physical difficulties.” Barry Collins

07545590 117 Yyoga@molliemorris.com
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complement the role of the other parent or carer. The exact ‘chemistry’ of loving parenting
and caring is more about our use and understanding of our unique gifts than anything else.

The Bible’s stories of mothering are never twee or sentimental — they are set in the real
world — sometimes a very harsh world. How would we describe Samuel’s mother, Hannah?
Perhaps, passionate, generous, sacrificial, brave, joyful, trusting and faithful, but certainly not
sentimental as she gave up her first-born to live in the Temple. We also find Mary present even
in her sorrow: faithful, grieving, caring and cared-for, showing a love that is stronger than death
itself. Mothering is all those things and more.

Mothers, and others who ‘mother’ us, look out for us, defend and protect us. They enable
us to learn our purpose in life, they model trust, faith and joy. They love us enough to set us
on our own way; the risk of loving us, even knowing that may bring them pain. They stand
with us in our times of greatest suffering. Without someone to love us so unconditionally, we
are missing something very precious — something vital — in our lives.

If mothering were only done by mothers, it would be very hard indeed to ensure that everyone
received the nurturing, protection, love, and guidance that we need to become the people we are
meant to be. Others, like social services, the NSPCC (https://www.nspcc.org.uk/), Barnardo’s
(heeps://www.barnardos.org.uk/), the Children’s Society (https://www.childrenssociety.org.
uk/)- a CofE organisation, and the Roberts Centre in Portsmouth (https://www.robertscentre.
org.uk/), all seek to do some or all of these things for children, who would otherwise never

experience this kind of mothering. They seek to protect children in danger, to be advocates for

children in trouble, to enable children, who are struggling, to reach their God-given potential,
and they invest in the future of children, affirming that all children are, in the words of Moses’
mother “beautiful before God”.

This Lent is an opportunity to think about our own lives — our experiences of mothering
or of being mothered, remembering with thanksgiving the people who have done those things
for us. Sadly, some of us will remember times when we have been failed by those who were
supposed to care for us or those times when we ourselves have failed.

The church community is called into a role of mothering too. Sometimes, we need to stir
ourselves to be just as determined, loyal, loving and compassionate as some of the mothers in
the Bible. If we, as a church, truly love the community in which we are situated, just as God
loves it, then we must be open to feeling the pain of the world’s suffering, and we must be
willing to sacrifice something of ourselves to bring to birth God’s good purposes for the world.
Jesus himself quotes scripture, saying “Love your neighbour as yourself” and that requires us
all to look out for, and care for those around us who may be in any sort of need. Let’s not just
assume all is well around us. Let’s watch out for those living alone and for the elderly who
may be cut off from their families. Do they have what they need — not least companionship?

On the cross, God’s love was nailed firmly to the world so as never to let it go. Is our love for
the world as firmly fixed as this? Are we this passionate about nurturing the world into becoming
the place that God created it to be? A truly parental love is one that would give anything and
everything for the child. This is the love of God that we see on the cross, but this is also the
love that we are called to have for one another, and which the Church is called to have for the
world. When we love like that, we make our mothering-God truly visible.

Fr Tony

Page 3


https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
https://www.robertscentre.org.uk/
https://www.robertscentre.org.uk/

Oliver
Chimney
Sweep

Experienced member of the
Guild of Master Sweeps

Insurance approved certificates
issued with every sweep

Professional, clean
brush and vac system

02392 787967
info@oliver-chimney-sweeps.co.uk
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HOUSE

COMPANY

Sales | Lettings | Management

R.G. GRAY
& SON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Four Continuous Generations

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Meon & Warnford

TELEPHONE:

07901 671972

www.countryhousecompany.co.uk
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Whinburgh, Portsmouth Road, Old Netley
Southampton, Hampshire SO31 8ET
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Cardiac Health launch a year of 50th anniversary celebrations

Throughout 2026 local Alton charity Cardiac Health are celebrating 50 years in operation
with a host of fantastic fundraising events.

Cardiac Health helps people lead stronger, healthier lives through exercise at their dedicated
facility in Chawton Park Road. The charity is launching their anniversary celebrations with an
art and design competition for local children. Since July 2025 Alton Football Club has been
their charity fundraising partner, so it was only natural that Alton FC Chairman Carl Saunders
joined Cardiac Health Centre Manager Denise Ellis to jointly launch the competition at the
start of February. In this competition Cardiac Health are inviting young footballers from Alton
Football Club and children from local schools to design a ‘Heartfelt thank you card’ for the
cardiac charity.

Denise Ellis, Centre Manager at Cardiac Health said, “So many local people have been
supported by Cardiac Health over the last 50 years; it’s been a pillar of the community since
Dr Hugh Bethell first launched the ‘cardiac rehab’ exercise sessions at Alton Sports Centre in
1976. Partnering with Alton Football Club for this, our 50th anniversary year, makes so much
sense as health, fitness, exercise and community are at the heart of everything we do. I am so
pleased that Carl and the team at Alton FC have agreed to help us launch this competition
and provide some of the prizes. I can’t wait to see the entries!”

Cardiac Health will invite every child who enters the competition to see their design on
display at their dedicated exercise centre in Alton on Thursday 26 March. As well as seeing the
wonderful artwork, the children and their families will be offered after-school refreshments
and given a chance to tour the facilities at Cardiac Health. See the full terms and conditions
of entry here: https://cardiachealth.org.uk/

about/news/can-you-design-a-heartfelt-thank-

you-card-for-us/
On Friday 6th March 2026, the famous

Cardiac Health Big Quiz returns to Alton
Maltings. Sponsored by long-term supporters
Sheen Stickland, tickets are £21 person and
includes a hot supper. Tables seat 8 people
and a bar will be open throughout the night.

The Social Bridge Afternoon Tea returns to
Beech Village Hall on Thursday 23 April. This

popular event, which combines and afternoon

Bridge with a wonderful tea, provided by
charity volunteers, costs just £70 for a table
of four.

For further details on all Cardiac events
and to purchase tickets please visit the website
www.cardiac-rehab.co.uk/events alternatively,

email hearty@cardiachealth.org.uk or call
01420 544 794.

Nicci S}] gp b f?’d Denise Ellise with Carl Saunders in the gym at Cardiac Health
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G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

sm fe
APPROVED CONTRACTOR REGISTER

01329 834600 enguiries@g-rixon-ltd.co.uk

www. g-rixon-Itd. co. uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty light
fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such as complete
rewires and replacement bathrooms. We are disabled
adaptation specialists and install level access showers
and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire S032 3PQ

ADRIAN HOARE
TREE SURGEON

A :|

07825 730687 S | |_ H
www.aphtreecare.co.uk § 1;_.'
info@aphtreecare.co.uk 5

Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance

Site Clearance

Fencing

Hampshire - Surrey - West Sussex

o4
We aim to efficiently /‘\
solve your home and

Business computer needs.

r

-: -
For a friendly, no obligation quote call:

Chris Guénier

01489 890738 or 07962 641796

http://www.cps-ltd.org.uk
info@computerproblemssolved.co.uk
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STUDIO 6

High quality colour print at competitive prices
Professional graphic design * Business & private stationery
Leaflets & flyers ¢ Posters, banners & signage

Ye detiver % Hhe FYlfeor lalley!

PLEASE CONTACT US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL

01329 832933 - print@studio-6.co.uk

www.studio-6.co.uk

"DROXFORD ANTIQUES"

Still buying & selling antiques of all descriptions.
Sourcing service, valuations & probates.
Repairs & restorations carried out in our own workshop.
o o

Curtain Making

Beautiful hand sewn curtains, blinds, &
upholstery made especially for you.

The Old Bakery, High Street, Droxford SO32 3PA

Telephone: 01489 878800 + Mobile: 07973 551519
mary or mark@droxfordantiques.co.uk

Call in or contact us for free, professional & confidential advic

5

Architectural Interior Design,
Remodelling & Refurbishment

Contact Stephen Dick on
07976 723 425 or -

com

RESIDENCE

INTERIOR DESIGN

The Old Stables, West Meon
www.residenceinteriordesign.com

Gemma Holistics

in Warnford

Complementary Therapies for Mind, Body & Soul
Reflexology - Reiki
Indian Head Massage
The therapies work alongside medical treatments
gemma@gemmaholistics.co.uk

07749 425 999

www.gemmabholistics.co.uk
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Marjorie Compton

Our dear Marjorie passed away on Saturday the 24th of January at 6.30am. We thank
everyone for the sympathy cards we received and their personal messages and their kind offers
of help.

Thank you all again.
Photos of Marjorie © Jim Compton The Compton family

Rainfall Report for January to mid-February
What can one say, ‘rain, rain and yet more rain’. There were only five days without rain in
January, while so far February has not had a completely dry day, in fact the last day without
any rain was January 12th. The January total was 219mm (8.6”), the second wettest we have
ever recorded (since 1974) and the average January rainfall over that period is 106mm (4.2”).
This month is traditionally called ‘February fill dyke’ and to the 15th we have had 107mm
(4.27), it seems to be living up to its name. It has already exceeded the February monthly average
of 80mm (3.17). So the total for the year to date is 326mm (12.8”). Looking back there were
only two other years with more rain to the end of February, 1990 with 367mm (14.4”) and
2014 with 492mm (19.3”).
Peter and Stephen Short
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Are you really sure you can’t help?

Because, as we were told in January’s Parish News, the village Care Group badly needs more
drivers.

Nobody much likes asking for help but sadly, in life, “scuft” happens. You develop some
medical problem, plus, almost certainly, you grow old and have to stop driving.

And then, when you get an appointment at a local hospital or wherever, right to the top
of your worry list rises the question “How on earth am I going to get there?” And surely if we
can help with that worry, we should?

Of course, some people have family close enough to do the job and of course some can
afford to get a taxi but many can’t, so need our help.

The system works like this; the patient gets the appointment and at once rings Virginia de
Cosson (829362) or emails her (vdec@btinternet.com) asking for help; she then passes on that
request to all her drivers and the one who can do it, says so and gets in touch with the patient
to fix up pick-up times and so on; and, on completion of the trip, if they can afford it, the
patient makes a donation to the Care Group; and the Driver gets mileage money.

So, please, think on it and then email Virginia saying “Count me in”. It needn’t be for ever,
you could try it for a few months but do, please, have a go; or nudge someone else to do so.

Conrad Jenkin
(aged 97 and forever grateful to Care Group Drivers of which, once upon a time, I was one)

Get Involved!

If you love our recreation ground and wish to give nature a helping hand in our Parish, the
Parish Council Biodiversity Team want to hear from you and share the lastest thoughts, and
gain your ideas to enhance the plans and implement any new biodiversity ideas.

If you would like to hear more, or get involved please email your details to our parish clerk
at clerk@westmeon-pc.gov.uk and we will let you know when and how you can help.

Sadly, due to ash die-back, some ash trees will have to be felled in the village of West Meon,
however we will be replacing them with disease resistant elm trees.

Future activities could include some of the following :-

1. monitoring of the flora, fauna and pollinators around the recreation ground (with
associated training provided)

2. planting of snowdrops and native bulbs, such as English wild daffodils
developing chalk meadow embankments
creating bug hotels, log piles and other habitats
coppicing overgrown hazel
planting hedge plants
installing bird, bat and hedgehog houses

drinking tea and enjoying each other’s company in a nature-rich environment!

N O AW

So please send in your details to the parish clerk at the email above to register your interest
so we can keep you in touch with our biodiversity plans, and we can let you know when
activities are taking place.

West Meon Parish Council Biodiversity Group
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Easter lilies for West Meon and
Warnford churches

Easter is on 5th April and our flower
arranging teams will prepare a wonderful
display in both our churches beforehand.
Both West Meon and Warnford will again
be giving the opportunity for sponsorship to
contribute to the beautiful floral decorations.
If you would like to dedicate lilies in memory
of loved ones, they will cost £7.50 each to
sponsor. Please get in touch with Fi Beresford
for Warnford (tel:829479 email: fi.beresford@
gmail.com) or Louise Clay for West Meon,
(tel:829235 email: Ipclay13@gmail.com) if you

would like to contribute. The closing date will

be Wednesday 25th March.
Thank you,
Louise Clay
J wx WEST MEON VILLAGE FETE *+++*

SATURDAY 13th JUNE 2026 2- 4PM

We will have all the usual stalls and games —

more. Plus, lots of games for Adults and Children
BUT
We need your help! Please volunteer to help out

ALSO
Start collecting bric-a-brac, books, items for
Tombola (new or nearly new).
Contact Susan Berry for offers of help
~N susanclareberry@gmail.com 07941096308

Plants, Cakes, Bottles, Bric-a-brac, Books, Treasure Map,
Tombola, Cream Teas, Bar, Hot Dogs, Ice Cream & lots

and be part of this lovely village community event
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www.treedocjoe.couk
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Forestry and Arboriculture Ltd

rrown reduction/reshaping * ‘Thinning/Deadwooding * Skilled tree removal * Fencine
Hedges * Tree planting * Woodland management * Stump grine
Professional qualifications * Insured in all aspects of forestry and tree surgery

For a personal and caring service contact Joe Gordon S,
tel 023 9263 2418 * mob 07712 808081

24 hour emergency call-out

. Free quotations

All aspects of
interior decorating
as well as
Tiling - Plastering

&

5JM Decorating

Call Steve Mitten on
07818 061650

Stevemitten69@gmail.com

West Meon Sports Club Pavilion
Hiring Charge £11 per hour

Price includes lighting, heating and hot water. Fully equipped
kitchen. 50 place settings.

Tables, BBQ, heating chafers, china, cutlery & glassware for hire.
Large tent for hire: 8m x 4m steel ridge frame (2m eaves)

For further details for hiring and bookings please contact
Mary Edwards 01730 829689 or email:
maryandrory@btinternet.com

Petersfield
Framing
Studios

Bespoke picture framing service.
All types of work undertaken.
Large choice of materials.

Tel. 01730 269926.

www, petersfieldframing.co.uk

S PR

N
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A celebration of

Martin Nettle’s life

West Meon Village Hall
28th March 2026 2:00pm

We invite you to join us in celebrating the life of Martin Nettle. Everyone is
welcome. To help us honor his memory, please send any photos or stories
you'd like to share to Sally via email at sallynettle@gmail.com

Garden Club News

On a lovely sunny day in the middle of February, spring is clearly in the air. In fact, out

of my window I can see daffodils bravely starting to bloom. So now it's time to think about
gardens — either your own or visiting those of others.

To help you, on Thursday 12th March, in Warnford Village Hall at 7:30 for 7:45pm, do come
and learn how to transform your garden from our first speaker of the year, Amanda Gomersall,
talking about "From weeds to a show-winning garden". Amanda will be telling us about her
extraordinary garden and the work she did to make it such a stunning success, winning the 2024
B&Q "Best use of a Small Space" category!" By all accounts it was incredible, and the gardener
is just as fascinating as the garden! Amanda has done a wonderful job at totally transforming
her garden, and she has crammed it full of amazing features! Pop it into your diaries right now!

A programme of our activities for the rest of the year is available on our website:https://
edwin234.wixsite.com/wwwgardencountryside/programme. Any members who have not yet
paid their fee for this year (still a bargain at just £5 for the whole year!) will be able to pay at
this meeting. For visitors, the entry fee is £2. Please bring the exact amount in cash with you
on the night (only £1 coins please or a £5 note), Edwin Grimshaw
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Services in the Upper Meon Parishes

MARCH
Week & Day or Festival/
Date Lit CIr Time | Service Church
08:00 | Holy Communion BCP East Meon
09:00 | Mattins BCP Warnford
Sunday 1 LENT 2
01MAR26 10:30 | Benefice Eucharist
East Meon
BANNS
03MAR26 | TUES 18:00 | Compline in Lent Langrish
04 WEDS 09:00 | Morning Prayer Langrish/ West Meon
08:00 | Holy Communion BCP East Meon
Sunday 2 - " -
0SMAR26 LENT 3 09:00 | Service of the Word Langrish
10:30 | Benefice Eucharist West Meon
11 WEDS 09:00 | Morning Prayer Langrish/ West Meon
08:00 | Holy Communion BCP East Meon
Sunday 3 | LENT 4 09:00 | Mothering Sunday
15MAR26 Holy Communion BCP Warnford
10:30 | Mothering Sunday Family Service East Meon
18 WEDS 09:00 | Morning Prayer Langrish/ West Meon
08:00 | Holy Communion BCP East Meon
Sunday4 | LENT5 - - " -
29MAR26 | Passiontide 10:30 | Benefice Eucharist Langrish
10:30 | Service of the Word West Meon
25MAR26 | ANNUNCIATION 09:00 | Morning Prayer West Meon
08:00 | Holy Communion BCP East Meon
09:30 | Liturgy of Palms West Meon
Sunday5 | o)) v SUNDAY 10:30 | Benefice Eucharist and Liturgy of the Passi Warnford
29MAR26 : enefice Eucharist and Liturgy of the Passion arnfor
10:30 | Liturgy of Palms Langrish Green
10:45 | Benefice Eucharist and Liturgy of the Passion Langrish Church
0900 | Morning Prayer with Via Dolorosa Langrish
30 Monday in Holy Week | 18:00 | Compline Warnford
1830 | Safeguarding Training All Saints’, Church Room
Tuesday in Holy Week | 0900 | Morning Prayer with Via Dolorosa West Meon
31
18:00 | Compline Langrish
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APRIL

Week & Day or Festival/
Date Lit CIr Time Service Church
Wednesday in Holy Week 0900 Morning Prayer with Via Dolorosa East Meon
01APR26
18:00 Compline West Meon
1100 Chrism Mass Portsmouth Cathedral
18:00 Holy Communion
02APR26 | MAUNDY THURSDAY 19:00 Stripping the Altar
East Meon
19:30 Vigil
22:00 Night Prayer
09:00 GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS Langrish to Warnford
03APR26 | GOOD FRIDAY
14:00 At the Foot of the Cross Warnford
08:00 Holy Communion BCP East Meon
09:00 Holy Communion BCP Warnford
Sunday1l | - . . -
O05APR26 CASTER 09:00 Parish Eucharist Langrish
10:30 Parish Eucharist East Meon
10:30 Parish Eucharist West Meon
07APR26 | TUES 18:00 Compline Langrish
WEDS 09:00 Morning Prayer Langrish/ West Meon
08:00 Holy Communion BCP East Meon
Sunday 2 | BCP 1% after Easter " "
12APR26 | CW 2™ of Easter 09:00 Service of the Word Langrish
10:30 Benefice Eucharist West Meon
WEDS 09:00 Morning Prayer West Meon
08:00 Holy Communion BCP East Meon
Sunday 3 | BCP 2" after Easter - -
19APR26 | CW of 3% of Easter 09:00 Holy Communion BCP Warnford
10:30 Service of the Word East Meon
22Apr26 WEDS 09:00 Morning Prayer Langrish/ West Meon
23APR26 St George 10:00 Holy Communion
25APR26 | SAT 14:00tbc | WEDDING ASEM
08:00 Holy Communion BCP East Meon
Sunday 4 | BCP 3" after Easter - - -
26APR26 | CW of 4t of Easter 10:30 Benefice Eucharist Langrish
10:30 Service of the Word West Meon
29APR WEDS 09:00 Morning Prayer Langrish/ West Meon
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West Meon CofE Primary School

As I write, we are heading for half term break; the first half of the Spring Term has been
packed full of learning opportunities. The weather has not been particularly kind, however
that has not stopped West Meon pupils from getting outside to explore and play. As winter
continues to recede, we look forward to using our outdoor spaces more.

During this half term we have had a focus on safeguarding the children at our school.
Safeguarding is not about child protection alone; safeguarding is preventing harm and
promoting well-being for all children. At West Meon, the children are encouraged to look out
for adults moving around our school without visitor tags and to let an adult know. I arranged
for a ‘stranger’ to come to the school — she was armed with stickers and gave them out to all
children that noticed her and told a teacher. It is testament to the ethos here that she did not
get far before being challenged, both by children and adults.

In addition to this staged event, we had talks from Papaya (Parents against phone addiction
in young adults; https://www.papayatalks.com/) for Foxes class and Owls class. These were well
received and generated good discussions in the classes. At West Meon we do not allow mobile
phones in school; if a child needs access to one for an afterschool event, the procedure is to
leave it with the school office during the day.

This month schools across the country take part in the highly popular World Book Day. At
West Meon School, we organise a Book Week which includes activities all week based around
reading and the enjoyment of books. Our annual ‘Extreme reading Challenge’ has been launched.
This encourages children to capture an image of themselves reading in a very unusual position
or venue. We are looking forward to sharing some of those on our website later this month.

February was a busy time for the children and adults at West Meon Primary. Owls class
have been studying Space and carrying out investigations. They have explored the way gravity
affects meteors falling onto planets and whether there is ‘life on Mars’ through the investigation
of micro-organisms.

Hedgehog & Hoglets class, our youngest members, took their annual trip to the beautiful
Snowdrop Walk at Warnford. A great excursion for these pupils and an occasion to experience
an ‘awe & wonder’ moment. Next half term the topic in Hedgehogs class is Animal Life and
they will be visiting Marwell. Owls are hoping to visit Winchester Intech to consolidate the
learning they have been doing about Space this term and Foxes plan to visit the British Museum
to take in the Egyptian exhibition.

Enrichment excursions such as these are
an important part of West Meon school
life and support the broader curriculum,
encouraging children to make links with the
wider world. With spring, hopefully, bringing
some brighter weather, both children and
adults feel revitalised and ready to learn in an
environment that has so much to offer.

Julie Slamaker,
Headteacher
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West Meon Community Cinema March/April

Due to the unexpectedly late release by Sony of “The Choral” which was to be our March

film we will be showing the following. ..

I Swear: Robert Aramayo and Maxine Peake © Graeme Hunter

Friday 12th March: “I Swear” —
the true life story of John Davidson,
diagnosed with Tourette’s at 15,
targeted as insane by his peers, he
struggled with a condition few
had witnessed. He campaigned for
Tourette’s as an adult and was awarded
an MBE by the Queen in 2019.

Friday 10th April: “The Choral” —
itis 1916 in Ramsden, Yorkshire and
the Chorus Master and most of the
men from the local Choral Society
have volunteered for the front so under
the direction of the demanding Dr.
Guthrie (Ralph Fiennes) the society
recruits a crop of teenage boys and
gitls. The film presents a different take
on wartime by acknowledging the
sadness of ongoing conflict but also
offering a hopeful interlude through
its practicality and light humour.

Tickets are available either in the village shop (cash only), on line at Ticketsource or on the
door £7. The performance starts at 7.45pm but the bar is open from 7pm with a selection of

beverages and ice creams.

Rosemary Morrish
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The Alresford
Accountants

e Full range of Accountancy, Taxation &
Payroll services tailored to suit your
needs

e Licensed to provide non-contentious
Probate services by the ICAEW

® Inheritance Tax Planning

e Tax Return & CGT Residential Return
help

e Farming and Equine Specialists

e Small business consultancy & business
start up

e Auditing services available through
Butler & Co Audit Limited

Please contact us:
T: 01962 735544
E: infobutler@butler-co.co.uk
Butler & Co Alresford Limited,
The Old Stables, Sutton Manor Farm, Bishop’s
Sutton, Alresford, SO24 0AA
www.butler-co.co.uk

CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

We can help youwith awiderange of legal servicesincluding
Residential Conveyancing, Probate and Wills,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Commercial Property

RED LION STREET (Off High Street)
BISHOP’S WALTHAM TEL: 01489 896141
info@chamberfainsiaw.co.uk
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01962 734029 (Home)
or 07721 458067 (Mobile)

WATER SOFTENERS

AMS LTD

Water softener repairs (all makes)
No call-out charge
Can fully recondition with a guarantee
New softeners supplied and installed
10 years guarantee

E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk
Tel: 01256 768171 « Moh: 07836 247694

Levdene Tree Care

All aspects of Tree Work Undertaken

Tree Removal | Reductions | Stump Grinding
Hedgecutting | Planting

07443 583 659

alexwilllZ@icloud.com
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www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
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The winter life of the wren

One of Hampshire’s most familiar birds is
also one of its smallest. The wren (Troglodytes
troglodytes) may be tiny, but during the winter
months this charismatic bird proves that size is
no barrier to survival. In fact, the wren is the
most common breeding bird in the UK, with
an estimated 8.6 million breeding territories - a
remarkable success for such a small species.

Barely larger than a ping-pong ball, wrens
are instantly recognisable by their warm
brown plumage, delicately barred wings and
tail, and their habit of holding that short tail
cocked upright. Look closely and you'll spot
a fine, pale eyebrow stripe and a slim, slightly
curved beak, perfectly designed for probing
into Crevices for insectS. Wren © Jon Hawkins Surrey Hills Photography

Despite their modest appearance, wrens have one of the loudest songs relative to body size of
any bird in the UK - a surprisingly powerful burst of sound that can be heard on crisp winter
mornings. Their sudden bursts of song are thought to help maintain territories and may also
play a role in strengthening pair bonds ahead of the breeding season.

Wrens are found across a wide range of habitats. They favour places with plenty of cover,
including hedgerows, woodland undergrowth, scrub, gardens, reedbeds and even coastal habitats.
In winter, dense vegetation becomes especially important, offering protection from cold winds
and predators. You might also spot wrens around log piles, compost heaps or garden sheds,
where insects and spiders shelter from the frost.

Winter is a challenging time for wrens, but they have developed remarkable survival
strategies. On the coldest nights, they may roost communally, huddling together in old nests
or sheltered spaces to conserve warmth. Historical records describe dozens of wrens squeezing
into a single nesting box - an extraordinary sight for such a fiercely territorial bird during the
breeding season. Nests are also distinctive structures: domed and carefully woven from moss,
twigs and leaves, with a small side entrance that helps retain heat.

It’s diet in winter consists mainly of small invertebrates, including spiders, beetles and larvae.
Wrens are relentless foragers, constantly flicking through leaf litter, moss and bark to find food.
Their fast metabolism means they must eat almost constantly during daylight hours, making

short winter days especially demanding.

Helen Skelton-Smith, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
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Meon Community Connect
What is MEON COMMUNITY CONNECT and who is it for?

Meon Community Connect aims to enhance the social,
recreational and cultural life of our community by organising a
diverse range of activities and events for all ages and interests. That
means it’s for YOU, your family and friends. It is open to ANYONE
and EVERYONE in the local community.

Where can I join and what are the benefits of being a member?

You can join this group via our website www.meoncommunityconnect.co.uk

Annual Membership is £25 per adult per year. Membership allows you to purchase tickets
to events throughout the year at discounted rates. Some events will have membership priority
purchase. There will also be exclusive member only opportunities.

Do I have to join?
No, but you won’t enjoy the above benefits. If you wish you can visit our website and simply
sign up for email updates on our events.

Where do I find out about future events?
www.meoncommunityconnect.co.uk — you will get email flyers for future events if you join
as a member or sign up for email contact.

Updates also on Facebook and in the Parish News
Who is on the committee?
Emma Barry, Caroline Butcher, Sue Fowler, Edwin Grimshaw, Rosemary Morrish,
Lucy Savage, Angie Trenchard and Chris Waller.

How do I get in touch if I want to get involved?

Email: meoncommunityconnect@gmail.com

We are always looking for people to help and for new ideas.
Please email if you want to get involved.

What events are coming up?
Mac’s quiz night — 28th February 7pm ** ALMOST SOLD OUT**

The Crafty Chocolatier — 9th March 2pm

West Dean Private Garden tour (transport available to members who book early) - June
— Date thc

Many more events planned for the rest of the year including a family treasure hunt and an
autumn supper. Suggestions welcome.
Emma Barry
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West Meon Parish Council

Report a Problem

In light of recent issues with potholes and surface water affecting roads and footpaths, we
wanted to remind residents that they can report problems online to Hampshire County Council:
hteps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem

HCC will inspect the site and advise whether work will be scheduled.

Update on Court House Water Meadows

On behalf of the West Meon community and WMPC, we are very pleased that the Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust (HIoWWT) are in the final stages of acquiring the Court
House Water Meadows.

After collaboration over several months with the South Downs National Park Authority
(SDNPA) in conjunction with local River Meon Conservation Volunteers (RMCV) it became
very clear that the HIoWWT as a registered charity have the expertise and resources to protect,
enhance and best manage this critical chalk stream habitat.

You have likely seen their recent door drop leaflet, and we would encourage parishioners
where practical and possible to support via tax efficient Gift Aid donations towards this excellent
local cause.

The River Meon is neither a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) nor a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI). The Itchen is both and the River Test is a SSSI. Therefore, the River Meon
will need to rely on community volunteers, local landowners, beneficiaries, and organizations
like the HIoWWT to help to enhance and protect the River Meon for future generations.
Understanding it has shaped the beautiful landscape and environment that we all enjoy living
within, going all the way back to the Meonwara Tribe in Anglo Saxon times.

Parish Council Hub - Drop-in, support your community and have your say.

Location: Cuppacheeno, The Village Shop, West Meon

Time: 9am-10am

Date: Saturday, 4th April 2026

I¢’s a casual opportunity to ask questions and meet some of your Councillors. Whilst you're
visiting the wonderful amenities of the village, please pop in for a chat.

Warnford Parish Meeting

Information relating to WPM can be found on its website which also details local facilities
and services, village news and events. Please sign up for Alerts’ so you will be informed of
forthcoming events, planning applications in the area etc.

WPM has an email distribution list so that emails can go to parishioners (eg. relating to
Parish Meetings, details of planning applications etc.) If you would like to be added to the
list, please email the Clerk.

The 2026 AGM will be held in the VillageHhall at 7.30pm on Thursday 14th May.
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Warnford, West Meon, Winchester, Hampshire and Parliamentary Contacts

West Meon Parish Council
Bernice Gibson-Ost, Clerk to WMPC, cletk@westmeon-pc.gov.uk
Hannah Davies, Chair WMPC
Virginia Burke, Vice Chair WMPC
Robin Gedye, WMPC
Graham Silk, WMPC
Tim Main, WMPC
Stephen Hickmore, WMPC
Sue Fowler, WMPC
Jacqueline Humphreys, WMPC
Parish website www.westmeon-pc.gov.uk

Warnford Parish Meeting
Chair: Toby Drought, warnfordchair@gmail.com 07788 715707
Clerk: Lucy Hutchinson, warnfordclerk@gmail.com 07717 296610

Parish website www.warnfordparish.gov.uk

Winchester City Councillors
Neil Bolton, nbolton@winchester.gov.uk 01962 771256
Jerry Pett, jpett@winchester.gov.uk 01489 877633

Hampshire County Councillor
Malcolm Wallace, malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk 07739 050224

Member of Parliament for Winchester
Dr Danny Chambers, danny.chambers.mp@patrliament.uk 01962 868586
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PRESTIGE

PLUH.BERS Repair * Maintain * Preserve * Made to order

No job too small
Terry Hack - local, friendly and expert plumber -
with 38 years experience and covering Painting * Sheds
Warnford, West Meon and surrounding areas Doors * Gates
No job too small - Senior citizen discount

Call 01730 606510 —

Sliding sash windows
Property Maintenance

Tel: 01329 826862 / Mobile 07910 039572

TARGET
PERSONAL TRAINING

Fun, friendly, inclusive fitness by your local
independent Personal Trainer and Fitness Instructor!
Boxercise in West Meon and Warnford
Kettlercise in Warnford and East Meon
o Home Renovations ¢ Extensions Bootcamp Circuits in West Meon

o Loft e Barn Limited PT slots available

Conversions Conversions Contact H on 07836 684974
o Bathroom Structural Knock helenhiscox@yahoo.co.uk

Trusted Expert Local Builders
30+ Years Experience

Specialists Throughs

CALL HARRY ON 07802 647565 . . .
OR EMAIL OFFICE@HEBUILDING.CO.UK TO advertlse In th|S bOX

OR SCAN THE QR CODE please contact Helena Gomm

on

07899 780830

helenagomm40@gmail.com

HEBUILDING.CO.UK
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The Curtis Museum
OPENING TIMES Tuesday to Saturday 10am — 4.30pm
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum

Object of the Month: While the Allen Gallery is closed for refurbishment, the Curtis
Museum will showcase each month a highlight from the ceramics collection in the Hampshire
Cultural Trust stores. Throughout March, the Museum will display a coronation mug designed
by Dame Laura Knight. The artist also painted key scenes recording moments from early 20¢h
century life, such as women workers during WW?2.

In celebration of International Women’s Day (Sunday 8th March), there will be a trail
through the Museum - Women in Art & History - find the hidden heroines of Alton and
Hampshire’s history and discover their connections with the Curtis Museum & Allen Gallery
collections. This trail will be running throughout March, Women’s History Month.

Natural History in the Curtis Museum.

Do you know the difference between a stoat
and a weasel? Which owl is this?

Visitors (not only the younger ones) are

often interested in the Museum’s extensive
collection of local flora and fauna. They will
now be able to identify the creatures on display
more easily. A small team of volunteers and
staff have prepared illustrated guides for each
case. These “keys” hang beside the cases.
Although some items are obviously old,
taxidermy having largely gone out of fashion,
appropriate labelling\identification was long
overdue. We are grateful to various specialists
in their field and assistance from Alton Natural
History Society. (PS it’s a long-eared owl, and
the stoat is larger than the weasel and has a
black tail-tip. Come and see.)

Talks - Change of Venue

The Friends of the Curtis Museum and
Allen Gallery have a full programme of talks
during 2026. Friends talks will be held in Room 7 of the Alton Community Centre, Amery
Street, Alton GU34 1HN. Alton Community Centre is located on one side of the car park
in Amery Street (sat nav GU34 1HN). https://www.altoncomcen.org.uk, telephone number
01420 85057.

The 12th March talk will be given by Tim Craven, local representative of BAFM - the
British Association of Friends of Museums. It is entitled Capture the Castle - The Story of
Castles through Artist’ Eyes.

Doors open 7pm for 7.30. FREE, donations welcomed.

Jill Line
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Monday 9th March
The Crafty Chocolatier 2pm West Meon
Village Hall

Friday 12th March
I Swear 7.30 for 7.45pm West Meon
Community Cinema, West Meon Village Hall

Monday 16th March

Warnford Village Hall AGM, 7pm Warnford
Village Hall. The hall is held in trust for benefit
of Warnford and West Meon Parish, please

come along and have your say.

Saturday 28th March
A celebration of Martin Nettle’s life, 2pm
West Meon Village Hall

Care Group Co-ordinator
Virginia de Cosson 829362

Parish Directory

Rector:

Fr. Tony Forrest, The Vicarage, Church
Street, East Meon 642 115 (usual working
Sun to Wed)

Verger for West Meon:
Michael Johnson 829 105

Churchwarden for Warnford:
Andrew Sellick 07973 344 906
Stephen Short 829 261

Verger for Warnford:

Peter Short 829 285

March Farmers’ Markets
Sunday 1st 10-1300 Romsey
Sunday 1st 10-1400 Petersfield
Sunday 8th 09-1400 Winchester
Sunday 8th 10-1400 Whiteley
Saturday 14th 10-1400 Alton
Sunday 15th 10-1400 Alresford
Saturday 21st 09-1300 Emsworth
Saturday 28th 10-1400 Ringwood
Sunday 29th 09-1400 Winchester

(I'he Parish News is published by the\

Parochial Church Councils of West

Meon & Warnford and delivered free
to every home in the parishes.

Contributions by the 15th of the
previous month please to:
The Editor: Jacqueline Annabel
Tel: (01730) 829023
westmeonpatishnews@gmail.com
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helenagomm40@gmail.com
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